
St. George Jeepers Trail Report, 7 Mile Rim 
Moab, Utah-October 18, 2017 

 
 Today was day 2 of a 3 day Jeeping outing in Moab, Utah. It becomes rather cliché to state that the 
scenery was amazing, as just about everywhere you look in southern Utah, the scenery IS amazing.  Ron 
Bryce led this trail, Bud Sanders and Carol Steck were the "Tail Gunners". The tail gunner's responsibility is 
to assist the leader by staying in regular contact with the leader and letting the leader know if the group is 
getting too spaced out or of any problems or concerns that might develop behind him/her. 
 
 The question often comes up regarding trail difficulty. How does one know if their vehicle is capable of 
doing any certain trail? Below is a rating system used in our area. The descriptions were taken from the Red 
Rock 4 Wheelers website, the local club in the Moab area. The Moab area certainly has trails with ratings of 
1-10, as does the St. George area. Our trails this week would be rated 3 (+?) with impediments that might be 
rated by some to be #4 obstacles (and some passengers as 13-14+).  

1  

County dirt road maintained for high clearance 2WD and 4WD use in adverse conditions. 

2  

County dirt road with infrequent or light maintenance after rain or snow, high clearance light duty 4WD required. 

3  

Trail consisting of loose rocks, dirt, and sand with some slickrock surfaces, mud holes possible, no steps higher than 12".4WD is required, aggressive 

tires a plus. 

4  

Trail consisting of loose rock, dirt, and sand with some slickrock surfaces. Some erosion; washes, gulches and rock steps no higher than 18”. Tall tires(33" 



plus) and limited slip would be a plus. 4WD is required. Enhanced suspension travel and good ground clearance are helpful. Good driving skills a plus. 

5  

Trail surfaces are rutted, rocky and sandy with steps not exceeding 24”, with considerable slickrock surfaces. Water not exceeding 12” with some mud 
possible. 4WD, tall tires (33” plus) and traction adding devices (locker, limited slip) arerequired. Above average driving skills are desirable. A winch would 
be a plus. Enhanced suspension travel and good ground clearance are a plus. 

6  

Trails are difficult with considerable erosion damage, loose rocks, dirt, and slickrock. Water in excess of 12” is possible with mud conditions. Steps not 

exceeding 36”. 4WD, tall tires (33” plus) with two traction adding devices (lockers, limited slips) are required. A winch would be a plus. Enhanced 
suspension travel and good ground clearance are a plus. Excellent driving skills are recommended. 

7  

Trail consists of rock, sand and considerable slickrock with many steps exceeding 48”. Steep inclines and declines are prevalent. Enhanced off road 
equipment is required including locking devices (front & rear), 35" tires, maximum vehicle ground clearance, and tow hooks. A winch is 
desirable. Excellent driving skills are required. Vehicle mechanical or body damage is likely. Roll over possibilities exist. 

8  

Extreme trail similar to #7 except a bit more extreme. Same equipment required as #7. A winch is desirable. Excellent driving skills are required. 
Vehicle mechanical or body damage is likely. Roll over possibilities exist. 

9  

Extreme and beyond. The average well equipped trail rig may have great difficulty in completing this trail.  Steps exceeding 60". Steep inclines and 
declines with off camber sections are prevalent. Enhanced off road equipment is required including locking devices (front & rear), tall tires (37" 

plus), maximum ground clearance, tow hooks, and a winch. Minimum wheelbase 100". Excellent driving skills are required. Vehicle mechanical 

or body damage is likely. Roll over is very common. Spare parts and tools are recommended. 

10 Let the carnage begin! Buggy territory. Street driven 4X4’s should not attempt this trail. Modified factory vehicles will not be 

able to complete this trail. 
 
 

 



     The Seven Mile Rim trail leaves Highway 191 just north of Highway 313, about 11 miles north of town. It 
passes the old Cotter uranium mine and switches back to reach the cliff rim above the mine and Highway 
191. More about the uranium mining history of the area will be discussed later in this report. 
 
 

 
 
 

 Today, 14 vehicles departed Moab and drove about 12 miles north on Rt. 191 to our trailhead at Mill 
Canyon Road. After the routine tire deflation we prepared to hit the trail. However, as we were airing down, 
a group of about a dozen Land Rover Discovery vehicles passed us and started up our trail. It soon became 
obvious that we were going to be seriously delayed by them as we could see them stopped up the trail, 
doing what appeared to be throwing rocks out of the trail. If that was what they were doing, it would be a 
long day behind them, so Ron decided that he would lead the trail backwards, counterclockwise. (Not in 
reverse gear, just going the opposite direction...) 



7 Mile Rim Trail 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 It was a pleasant surprise to find blossoms in the middle of October. This is a paintbrush, probably 
Indian paintbrush, Castilleja linariifolia, or narrow-leaf Indian paintbrush. There are some 200 species of 
Castilleja. 

 



Continuing on up this moist, colorful cottonwood lined wash 

 

 



Scarlet gilia-Ipomopsis aggregata 

 Ipomopsis aggregata is a species of flowering plant in the phlox family (Polemoniaceae), commonly 
known as scarlet trumpet, scarlet gilia, or skyrocket because of its scarlet red flowers with lobes curving 
back as if blown back by rocketing through the air. The potent smell from glands within its basal leave 
formations grant it the name skunk flower. In some areas it is also called honeysuckle, owing to the shape 
of the flower and the droplet of nectar that can be enjoyed by picking off the flower and sucking it out of 
the basal end. The common name of Gilia (once a component of its scientific name) is pronounced “Jee-lee-
uh,” an Italian pronunciation, after its original namesake, Italian scientist and clergyman Filippo Luigi Gilii. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flowering_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phlox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polemoniaceae


 

 

 



We turned onto what became the Monitor and Merrimac Trail.  

 



Approaching Determination Towers. 

 





 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Balance rock near Determination Towers 

 

 



 Another view in the area. The hard white capstone on top of the pinnacle protects the softer 
sandstone below. Eventually the softer stone below will erode away, perhaps giving it the familiar toadstool 
appearance. Ultimately it will probably crumble and fall as the smaller structures to the left have. 

 



At various locations along the trails the area is being rehabilitated. Local off-roading groups assist with 
policing this effort and also regularly pick up trash. The area is remarkably free of litter and trash. 

 



 

After departing the Determination Towers we reach our first obstacle. 

 



 

 

Doug and Kaye Meredith climb this somewhat loose, scratchy step. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mark Bennion going up and over. 

 

 



 

 

Barry and Karen Bishop coming up. 

 

 

 

 

 



Carol Steck makes easy work of it. 

 

 



 

 

 



On to the next step, a smooth, easy slickrock climb. 

 

 



Heading toward the Monitor and Merrimac Buttes, prominent landmarks. 

 

 



A highly off-camber section of trail that reportedly elicits prayers and tightly closed eyes! (Hopefully not the 
driver's) 

 

 







 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

The Bishops enjoying the ride. 

 

 



 

Carol getting a little light on the upside, or is it heavy on the downside? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

The Monitor and Merrimac Buttes with a panorama of the countryside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Passing through a "toll-gate". 

 

 



 

 

 



Lunch under the towering red sandstone cliffs. 

 

 

 



 

 

 





 

 

 



Always the thoughtful and accommodating trail leader, Ron Bryce apparently arranged for a lunchtime 
aerial show. 

 



Leaving the Monitor and the Merrimac behind. 

 

 



Approaching Jabba the Hutt. Well, if you use your imagination. 

 

 



 Jabba Desilijic Tiure, commonly known as Jabba the Hutt, is a fictional character and an antagonist in 
the Star Wars franchise created by George Lucas. He is depicted as a large, slug-like alien. His appearance 
has been described by film critic Roger Ebert as a cross between a toad and the Cheshire Cat.  
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Rest stop and overlook  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toadstool, common to this geologic sequence with the hard capstone. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Panoramic view from the mesa looking east over Rt. 191. The Colorado border is about 20 miles east. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Going down an obstacle near Uranium Arch 

 

 



Approaching Uranium Arch, in the background 

 

 



 



 





 



A bird's nest under the arch, probably belonging to a raven. 

 

 





 

 

 



After leaving the arch, there were a series of steps that made the Uranium Arch Loop interesting and fun. 
Below, Doug and Kaye Meredith. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mark Petersen, with his new Jeep and out on his first Jeeping run, has no trouble on this obstacle and trail. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Howard and Mary Lou Christy easing off a step. 

 

 



A look back at Uranium Arch 

 

 



Another little step-no problem. 

 

 

 



Carl Kulyk makes it look easy 

 

 

 



Jeff Garn hardly notices the bump 

 

 

 



 

Marty Grossman brings it up and over as Ron Bryce watches. 

 

 



 

  

 

 



Jim and Carolyn Ward  

 

 

 Last obstacle, then it's all downhill, air up the tires and back to town to take advantage of Moab's large 
selection of excellent restaurants. Another great day on the trail! 



Addendum 

 Moab is a city on the southern edge of Grand County in eastern Utah. The population was 5,046 at 
the 2010 census. Back in 1980, Moab's population had reached a high of 5,333, but by 1990 it had dropped 
to 3,971.  In 2015 the population was estimated to be back up to 5,235. It is the county seat and largest city 
in Grand County. Moab attracts a large number of tourists every year, mostly visitors to the 
nearby Arches and Canyonlands national parks. The town is a popular base for mountain bikers who ride the 
extensive network of trails including the Slickrock Trail, and for 4-wheel drivers who come by the hundreds 
for the annual Moab Easter Jeep Safari. Arches and to some extent Canyonlands, as well as the other "Big 
Five" Utah National Parks, have been the object of an intense tourism campaign by the State of Utah. 
Consequently, due mostly to the success of this campaign, there are now often long lines waiting to get into 
the parks and RV camping regularly requires reservations well in advance of the visit. 

 While the greatest number of Moab residents are members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, the community's diversity is reflected in the significant number of other churches in Moab, including 
Assembly of God, Baptist, Catholic, Episcopal, Lutheran, and Seventh-day Adventist churches.  

 The Biblical name Moab refers to an area of land located on the eastern side of the Jordan River. Some 
historians believe the city in Utah came to use this name because of William Pierce, the first postmaster, 
believing that the biblical Moab and this part of Utah were both "the far country". However, others believe 
the name has Paiute origins, referring to the word moapa, meaning "mosquito".  Some of the area's early 
residents attempted to change the city's name, because in the Christian Bible, Moabites are demeaned 
as incestuous and idolatrous. One petition in 1890 had 59 signatures and requested a name change to 
"Vina".  Another effort attempted to change the name to "Uvadalia". Both attempts failed. 

 In 1883 the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad main line was constructed across eastern Utah. 
The rail line did not pass through Moab, instead passing through the towns of Thompson Springs and Cisco, 
40 miles to the north. Later, other places to cross the Colorado River were constructed, such as Lee's 
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Ferry, Navajo Bridge and Boulder Dam. These changes shifted the trade routes away from Moab. Moab 
farmers and merchants had to adapt from trading with passing travelers to shipping their goods to distant 
markets.  Soon Moab's origins as one of the few natural crossings of the Colorado River were forgotten.  
Nevertheless, the U.S. military deemed the bridge over the Colorado River at Moab important enough to 
place it under guard as late as World War II.  

 In 1949, Western movie director John Ford was persuaded to use the area for the movie Wagon 
Master. Ford had been using the area in Monument Valley around Mexican Hat, Utah, south of Moab, since 
he filmed Stagecoach there 10 years earlier in 1939. A local Moab rancher (George White) found Ford and 
persuaded him to come take a look at Moab. There have been numerous movies filmed in the area since 
then, usually using Arches National Park and Canyonlands National Park as backdrops. 

 Since the 1970s, tourism has played an increasing role in the local economy. Partly due to the John 
Ford movies, partly due to magazine articles and partly due to the intensive advertising efforts, as 
mentioned earlier, the area has become a favorite of photographers, rafters, hikers, rock climbers, off-road 
trail riders and most recently mountain bikers. Moab is also an increasingly popular destination for BASE 
jumpers and those rigging high-lining, who are allowed to practice their sport in the area. Moab's population 
swells temporarily in the spring and summer months with the arrival of numerous people employed 
seasonally in the outdoor recreation and tourism industries. 

 In recent years, for better or worse, Moab has experienced a surge of second-home owners. The 
relatively mild winters and enjoyable summers have attracted many people to build such homes throughout 
the area. In a situation mirroring that of other resort towns in the American West, controversy has arisen 
over these new residents and their houses, which in many cases remain unoccupied for most of the year. 
Many Moab citizens are concerned that the town is seeing changes similar to those experienced 
in Vail and Aspen in neighboring Colorado: skyrocketing property values, a rising cost of living, and 
corresponding effects on local low- and middle-income workers. (Various sources) 
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 "Moab has an arid climate characterized by hot summers and chilly winters, with precipitation evenly 
spread over the year (usually less than one inch per month). There are an average of 41 days with 
temperatures reaching 100 °F, 109 days reaching 90 °F, and only 3.6 days per winter where the temperature 
remains at or below freezing. The highest temperature was 114 °F on July 7, 1989. The lowest temperature 
was −24 °F on January 22, 1930. 

 Average annual precipitation in Moab is 9.02 inches. There are an average of 55 days annually with 
measurable precipitation. The wettest year was 1983 with 16.42 inches and the driest year was 1898 with 
4.32 inches. The most precipitation in one month was 6.63 inches in July 1918. The most precipitation in 24 
hours was 2.77 inches on July 23, 1983.  

 Average seasonal snowfall for 1981–2011 is 6.9 inches. The most snow in a season was 74 in during 
1914–15, and the snowiest month on average is December, with the record set in 1915 at 46.0 inches."   
("MOAB, UTAH — Climate Summary". Wrcc.dri.edu. Retrieved 2012-01-30.) 
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Uranium Mining History 

 The Moab area is not unlike so many other picturesque areas throughout the world. Along with the 
amazing natural beauty comes the potential for development of resources that does not always contribute 
to that natural splendor, as explained below.  

The following excerpts were taken from an article by Elizabeth Pope which appeared in McCalls Magazine in 
December, 1956. It is a reflection of the times, the town, and its people during the 1950s boom. 

 
"The red buttes and mesas around Moab produce 95% of the uranium ore. Uranium, in its purest state, is 
worth 35 times as much as gold. Four years ago (1952) Moab was a sleepy farming village 35 miles from a 
railroad and 135 miles from a recognized airport. Today (1956) Moab is the uranium capitol of the world. 
 
The story begins 1 July day in 1953, when a wildly screaming prospector came running across the desert up 
the yard of his trailer home. His wife heard him yelling and came to the door in time to see him charge her 
clothes line and stand there shrieking her name, not bothering to pick up the ruined wash. At first the 
women was angry, then she was scared. Her husband was a quiet man. Maybe after all those months the 
desert sun and the constant disappointments had been too much for him. 
 
The man's name was Charlie Steen, a geologist from Texas, who for 2 heartbreaking years had been 
searching the Moab desert for the massive deposits of uranium ore he was sure were there. The strike he 
had just made, which cost his wife a week's wash, is now valued at upwards of $100 million and has become 
1 of the richest mines on the continent. 
 
Steen's strike had come just in time. That morning his borrowed drill had broken down, and Steen with his 
equipment worn out, money gone, credit exhausted, family in rags, had decided to give up the struggle. But 
because he was a stubborn man, he had borrowed a Geiger counter to test the core from his last drilling. At 



a depth of 173 feet, the Geiger counter went mad. Charlie Steen was a Millionaire. 
 
In the 3 years since his strike, Moab has become a city of Millionaires. At its brand new Uranium Club, 
housed in a hideous concrete fortress on the edge of town, members can name at least 20 other lucky 
townspeople who are worth a million or are within easy reach of it." (End McCall's 1956 magazine article) 

****** 

"Steen's find triggered more. Vernon Pick claimed the Delta Mine northwest of Hanksville, Utah, later selling 
it to international financier Floyd Odlum for nine million dollars and an airplane. Pratt Seegmiller staked the 
lucrative Freedom and Prospector claims near Marysvale. Joe Cooper and Fletcher Bronson discovered 
uranium in their played-out Happy Jack copper mine near Monticello and netted over $25 million. Between 
1946 and 1959, 309,380 claims were filed in four Utah counties. A center of activity, the once sleepy farming 
town of Moab became known as "The Uranium Capitol of the World." 

By 1955 there were approximately 800 mines producing high-trade ore on the Colorado Plateau. Utah alone 
had produced approximately nine million tons of ore valued at $25 million by the end of 1962. But then the 
industry almost came to a standstill. The AEC, now holding ample reserves, announced an eight-year limited 
program, and finally completely stopped buying uranium in 1970. Private industry triggered a brief second 
boom when nuclear power plants came on line in the mid-70s, but foreign competition, federal regulations 
and nuclear fears virtually put an end to domestic uranium mining. 

During the uranium heyday, the federal government built several buying stations and a number of milling 
and reduction centers on the Colorado Plateau. Utah's AEC milling facilities were in Salt lake City, 
Monticello, LaSal, Blanding, and Mexican Hat. In 1957 Steen opened the Uranium Reduction Company, the 
nation's first large independent uranium mill, in Moab. Sold to Floyd Odlum's Atlas Corporation in 1962, the 
facility shut down in 1984. The federal mills were sold to private industry and finally disbanded. 



Uranium excitement was not limited to the redrock desert. In the 1950s and 1960s, Salt lake City became 
known as the "Wall Street of Uranium Stocks." Triggered by a promoter named Jay Walters, Jr., a mania for 
buying penny stocks to finance developing uranium mines swept the country. The first offering was sold in 
1953; by the end of 1954, eighty-one uranium firms were listed with the Utah Securities Commission. 
Housewives, schoolteachers, auto mechanics and insurance executives stood in line to buy certificates to 
finance large corporations such as Uranium Corporation of America, Standard Uranium, Federal, and Lisbon, 
and scores of false claims that didn't have a whiff of ore. 

Utah's fabled uranium boom was not without tragedy. From the Manhattan Project days, health scientists 
warned that radiation in the mines was a danger to miners. Medical literature dating as early as the 
sixteenth century documented cancer deaths claiming a high percentage of radium miners in the Erz 
Mountains of Germany and Czechoslovakia. But neither the AEC, state governments, nor the mining 
companies would take responsibility to regulate ventilation and safety practices. It was not until hundreds 
of uranium miners in Utah, Colorado, Arizona and new Mexico had succumbed to lung cancer that safe 
levels of radiation were finally imposed. And not until 1989, after years of furtive court battles, that the 
United States Congress passed legislation to financially compensate radiation victims. 

Although uranium mining in Utah and other western states has ceased, experts indicate that there is still 
substantial ore deep underground. Should demand for nuclear power revive and the market become viable, 
the Colorado Plateau may once again teem with the mines and mills of the atomic years. 

Uranium was extracted from near Moab as early as the first decade of the twentieth century, and in 1911 
the first attempt to drill a commercial oil well between Thompson and Moab was undertaken. Oil promised 
to enrich the Moab economy during the 1920s, but it was not until 1957 when three oil-producing fields 
were opened near Moab that something of an oil boom hit the area, a boom that lasted into the 1960s. 

As the demand for uranium began to decrease in the early 1960s, potash became the most recent boom 
industry to hit Moab. A modern potash plant was built in 1963 and a railroad spur line completed from the 



Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad at Crescent Junction to the Texas Gulf Sulphur Company mill 
outside Moab. It is now Intrepid Potash. The railroad is currently used by the uranium mining tailings 
Superfund cleanup project described below." (Various sources) 

 On our Potash Trail run on Tuesday we passed the below project. Large amounts of scrap iron is piled 
in the bottom of the project area. It may be assumed that this debris is contaminated material. 

Moab UMTRA Project 

 "The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has completed about 55% of a project to move 16 million tons 
of uranium tailings from the banks of the Colorado River, near the city of Moab, to a permanent disposal 
site 32 miles north, near Crescent Junction. This project is called the Moab Uranium Mill Tailings Remedial 
Action (UMTRA) Project. 

 

 



 

Project Site Location 

 
 The Moab Tailings Project Site is located approximately 3 miles northwest of Moab and includes the 
former Atlas Minerals Corporation (Atlas) uranium-ore processing facility. The site is situated on the west 
bank of the Colorado River at the confluence with Moab Wash. The site encompasses 480 acres, of which 
approximately 130 acres is covered by a uranium mill tailings pile. 

 DOE restricts access to the radiological control area of the site where the mill tailings and the highest 
concentrations of soil contamination exist. Security staff are on site 7 days per week, while maintenance 
activities, erosion control measures, tailings excavation and conditioning, ground water remediation 
activities, and health and safety oversight are conducted 4 - 5 days per week.  

 

Moving Tailings 

 
 The Moab Project ships 1 trainload of tailings Monday and Wednesday. The trains have up to 36 
railcars, each holding 4 lidded containers, for a total of about 5,000 tons of tailings per shipment. Tailing 
shipments began in April, 2009, and are expected to continue through about 2034, depending on annually 
appropriated funds. An unknown additional amount of contaminated soil from below the tailings pile will 
also need to be excavated and shipped." (Source: http://www.grandcountyutah.net/257/Moab-UMTRA-Project) 

 

 

Submitted by Bud Sanders 


