
Snowbird Rally trip to Tortilla Flats and Canyon Lake, Arizona 

April 7, 2016 

 This report describes a day trip on April 7th, 2016. It was an event led and arranged by Marlene and 
Chris Carty, hosts of the spring Snowbird Trailer rally. The Snowbird International Travel Club has been 
around since about 1992. They gather twice a year, spring and fall. They have met in places as far afield as 
Gettysburg, PA, Calgary, Dollyland, Anacortes, Washington state, Santa Fe, NM, Toronto, San Diego, 
Galveston, Oklahoma City, now the Phoenix area and many other places. They have had as many as 105 rigs 
but are now down to 17 plus a few older "lifetime" members. They are a group of close, longtime friends 
who enjoy getting together and having a good time.  

 The group departed the Canyon Vista RV Park in Gold Canyon, Arizona with the destinations of Tortilla 
Flats for lunch and a boat ride on the Dolly on Canyon Lake. After departing the RV Park we accessed Rt. 60 
and then turned onto Rt. 88, also known as the Apache Trail. It was originally known as the Yavapai Trail. 

 The Apache Trail in Arizona was a stagecoach trail that ran through the Superstition Mountains. It was 
named the Apache Trail after the Apache Indians who originally used this trail to move through the 
Superstition Mountains. 

 Today, much of the Apache Trail is paved, and the section east of Apache Junction is known officially as 
State Route 88. Prior to the completion of the Superstition Freeway in 1992, the Apache Junction portion of 
the Apache Trail was part of US Highway 60, which was rerouted to the Superstition Freeway once it was 
completed. 

 The Trail winds steeply through 40 miles of rugged desert mountains, past deep reservoir lakes like 
Canyon Lake and Apache Lake. The narrow, winding road is unpaved from just east of the town of Tortilla 
Flat to Roosevelt Dam; there are steep cliff drops and little in the way of safety barriers. The trail requires 
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caution when driving and it is not recommended for large RVs, SUVs, or caravans. Some large RV rental 
companies in the US do not allow their vehicles to be taken on this route. 

 East of Phoenix is the Superstition Mountain range, more commonly referred to by locals, as the 
"Superstitions.” Standing at the forefront of this rough terrain is Superstition Mountain, a 3,000 foot high 
monolith, which seemingly stands guard over the rest of its territory. 

Superstition Mountain 
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One lane bridge approaching Tortilla Flats 

 

 

 

 

 



Approaching Tortilla Flats 

 

 

 



Entering Tortilla Flats 

 

 

 Tortilla Flat is a small unincorporated community in far eastern Maricopa County, Arizona. It is located 
northeast of Apache Junction. It is the last surviving stagecoach stop along the Apache Trail. According to 
the Gross Management Department of Arizona's main U.S. Post Office in Phoenix, Tortilla Flat is presumed 
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to be Arizona's smallest official "community" having a U.S. Post Office and voter's precinct. The town has a 
population of 6. Tortilla Flat can be reached by vehicles on State Route 88, via Apache Junction. 

 Originally a camping ground for the prospectors who searched for gold in the Superstition Mountains 
in the mid-to-late 19th century, Tortilla Flat was later a freight camp for the construction of Theodore 
Roosevelt Dam. From this time (1904) on, Tortilla Flat has had a small (less than 100 people) but continuous 
population. A flood in 1942 badly damaged the town, resulting in many residents moving away. Today 
Tortilla Flat is made up primarily of a small store and restaurant, which were constructed in the late 1980s 
after a fire consumed the existing store and restaurant on the same site. Several hiking trails into the 
Superstition Mountains begin near Tortilla Flat. 

 Based on available records Tortilla Flat got its start because of the road construction to Roosevelt Dam 
in 1904. There was a need for a stagecoach stop for freight haulers on their way to the construction site at 
Roosevelt Dam and Tortilla Flat served that purpose. Shortly following the construction of the road, 
Roosevelt Dam became a big tourist attraction. At that point Tortilla Flat was a stage stop for tourists and 
mail carriers through the 1930s. 

 Tortilla Flat took its name from a nearby butte shaped like a tortilla. 

 Forest Service records show Tonto National Forest being established in 1905 as kind of a "package 
deal" with the Salt River Reclamation Project. The Forest Service was needed to manage the land and 
protect watershed for the dams because cattle grazing had denuded the land. The freight camp at Tortilla 
Flat, as well as the other camps along the road to the dam, were, therefore, on U.S. Forest Service land. 
Folks who decided to make Tortilla Flat their permanent residence kept up the lease on the land in later 
years whenever it came due. 
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Main Street (Rt. 88) of Tortilla Flats 

 

 



Rustic (rusty?) stagecoach and horses 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 One of the best treasure tales in the history of the American West is the Lost Dutchman Mine. 
Shrouded in mystery, the mine is not only allegedly rich in gold, but is also said to have a curse upon it, 
leading to a number of strange deaths, as well as people who mysteriously go "missing” when they attempt 
to locate the old mine.  
   
 For more than 120 years, the legend of the Lost Dutchman Mine has been told over and over, growing 
in proportions to such an extent that some claim the entire legend is nothing but a myth. But for thousands 
of others, the mine and its legends are extremely real, hidden in the forbidding peaks of the Superstition 
Mountains. 

 Long before gold was found in these ragged cliffs and mesas, the area has been cloaked in mystery. 

When the Spanish arrived in 1540, the region was inhabited by the Apache Indians, who considered 

Superstition Mountain to be sacred ground, as it was home to their Thunder God. Led by Francisco Vasquez 

de Coronado, the conquistadors cared little about the Apache customs or beliefs, wanting only to find the 

legendary "Seven Golden Cities of Cibola.” 

 Learning from the Apache, that the range did in fact hold gold, the Spaniards were intent upon 

exploring the area. The Apache; however, refused to help them, telling them that if they dared to trespass 

on the sacred ground, the Thunder God would take revenge upon them, causing tremendous suffering and 

horrible deaths. The Indians called Superstition Mountain the "Devil’s Playground.”   

 But the Spaniards were determined and began to explore. Almost immediately, men began to 

mysteriously vanish, to the point that warnings were given to never stray more than a few feet away from 

the rest of the group. Still, more men disappeared only to be found dead later, their bodies mutilated and 
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their heads cut off. In fear, the conquistadors finally fled, refusing to return to the mountain, which they 

dubbed Monte Superstition. The legends had begun. 

On the boardwalk 

 

 

 



 The group arrived just in time for lunch at the restaurant. In addition to an excellent meal, the 

restaurant offered outstanding service and decor that may be unmatched anywhere. The walls and in much 

of the place, the ceilings, were covered with money, mostly dollar bills but also foreign currency. In many 

places the bills were stapled to the walls several layers deep.  

 



 

 

 



Notice the 6 foot rattlesnake skin on the wall 

 



This was a place that a person could spend the whole day and not see everything there is to see. 

 

 

 



 After finishing lunch and shopping at the gift shop the group departed for Canyon Lake and the boat 

ride on the Dolly. 

 

 



The lakes system 

 

Canyon Lake 

Surface area: 1.48 sq miles (3.84 km²),Surface elevation: 1,660 feet (505.97 m) 
Mean depth: 130 feet (39.62 m), Shore length: 28 miles (45.50 km), Inflow and Outflow: Salt River 
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A look back at the restaurant from the Dolly 

 

 

 

 

 



 

scenery along the shoreline 

 

 



 

 



Eagle nest with adult and two chicks on the pinnacle. 

 

 



Close-up of an adult bald eagle perched on a pinnacle 

 

 

 



Desert bighorn sheep in the distance 

 

 

 

 



Desert bighorn ewe with lamb 

 



More sheep, although on opposite side of lake from above individuals 

 



There were 5 individuals spotted in this area 

 

 

 



 



 



The area is rich with desert vegetation and wildlife. A turkey vulture glides by the Dolly. 

 



More turkey vultures circle overhead 

 



The round crystalline circles are the cross section ends of petrified logs.  

 



The other round objects embedded in the stone are geodes. According to the Dolly Captain, this small seam 

is said to be one of the richest geode sites anywhere. 

 



Looking closely, two fault lines can be seen running from lower right to upper left. The area between these 

fault lines contains all the petrified wood and geodes in the area. The geology outside this seam is 

completely different. 

 



This entire region of the Tonto National Forest is coated with a yellow green lichen, giving much of the 

landscape a greenish tinge. 

 



An overnight camping site is available for watercraft users 

 

 

 

 



A saguaro cactus starting to bloom 

 



Hardy desert vegetation growing in the volcanic deposition bedrock 

 



An erosion feature known as the "woolly mammoth". 

 



More sheep 

 



This may be a trophy ram 

 



 



In the distance, peeking over the ridge is the Weaver's Needle. The Lost Dutchman legend has it that the 

mine is located "in the shadow of the needle".  

 

 

 

 

 



Following are a few photos of plants and wildlife from around the Canyon View RV Park 

Gambel's quail 

 



Yellow Shafted Flickers 

 



Pesky, highly adaptable house sparrow 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Argentine Giant Cactus; Echinopsis candicans Zone 9-11 

  The Argentine Giant is a columnar cactus with each stem fast growing up to 4 inches wide, 3 feet 
tall, and clumping 6 - 7 feet wide.   It has a fragrant bloom that usually opens at night and lasts at least 
until morning.  The bloom is around 8 inches diameter. The fragrance and yellow and white colors 
attract night pollinators.  On cool and cloudy days the bloom will continue during the day, usually 
around 24 hours in the Phoenix area. 

  The Echinopsis candicans is low water use cactus, but that does not mean it requires no water. It 
prefers deep infrequent irrigation and well-draining soil. 

  The height of this beauty varies from 3 foot – 9 foot.  It flower is white with yellow centers and 
very fragrant that is up to 8 inches in diameter.  The bloom time is from March – April.  This cactus 
needs full sun and will not tolerate cold winters. 

  Where they can access the plant, peccaries will come in and eat the fallen blossoms. 

 



 



 



Perhaps a color variant or variety of Argentine giant? 

 



Many thanks to Chris and Marlene Carty for organizing and leading the Snowbird event. 

 

 

Submitted by Bud Sanders 


